Essay 2: Lens Analysis
First Draft Due: 10/13
Second Draft Due: 10/22
Final Draft Due: 11/3
First Draft Length: ?
Second Draft Length: roughly 3 pages
Final Draft Length: roughly 5-7 pages


A lens in optics is a transparent or translucent covering that allows in certain rays of light in certain ways in order to concentrate on a particular image or part of an image.  Think about how a lens can be used metaphorically to describe a process of analysis.  With a specific critical lens in place you’ll be able to understand some material more clearly.  In this section of the course we’ve been looking at the ways several folklorists have worked to comprehend the cultural meanings of urban legends and other bits of contemporary folklore.  For this assignment you’re going to bring together two of the texts that we read for this section of the course, analyze how the authors develop the lens that they use to understand the material, then use that analysis to develop your own lens for reading bits of contemporary folklore ultimately arguing for why that method makes the most sense.
